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and spiritual world in which we live."* The writer deems it possible " to avoid the 
great breach between the scholars of the Church and its membership, such as con- 
fronts Germany to-day." In the author's judgment, the result of all that modern 
science, inclusive of the theory of evolution, has done for theology is not revolu- 
tionary of anything that is vital to the highest Christianity, but tends rather to show 
a distinct trend toward a deeper appreciation of Christ's own point of view. It is 
with this purpose that special attention has been paid to the question of miracles, 
of the bearing of evolution on theology, and the influence of the historical and lit- 
erary criticism of the Bible. 

Professor King's position with regard to evolution is scarcely in harmony with 
what science teaches. The evolution of science he would call "evolution in its 
narrower scope. " ' 'A consistent view of evolution, " he says, ' ' must recognise the 
human stage, with its personal relations. We have no call to show that in these 
personal relations of men with men, or of God with men, all that occurs can be 
brought under the laws that hold on the lower stages." His attitude with respect 
to miracles is also not in accord with the view even of the advanced scientific 
school of theology represented by Pfleiderer, which excludes miracles in every 
sense of the word, nature-miracles as well as spirit-miracles. To Professor King 
the miracle is not the "isolated wonder" of Huxley. He says with Dr. Denison : 
"The miracles do not stand by themselves ; they are profoundly significant ; they 
' ' are a part of a vast and orderly spiritual movement, and those who have per- 
' ' ceived the significance and order of that movement, or who have experienced 
' ' even in a small degree its causation, have found in these things the strongest and 
"most rational evidence for a miraculous dispensation. It is true that this evi- 
dence cannot be imparted by a brief process to a man destitute of spiritual per- 
" ception or experience, but that does not invalidate the rationality of the evidence; 
"it puts a premium just where it should be put, on spiritual culture." 

We have made the foregoing quotations in order to characterise Professor 
King's attitude toward the important problems involved in the reconciliation of 
theology with science. While some truth will be found in the attitude of Professor 
King and Dr. Denison, it still remains the old point of view of Cardinal Newman, 
and leads logically to the espousal of the tenet of infallibility of the Church of 
Rome. The Protestant Church will, in our opinion, ultimately adopt, and be nec- 
essarily forced to adopt, the position of Pfleiderer. /*. 

The First Interpreters of Jesus. By George Hottey Gilbert, Ph. D., D. D. 
Professor of New Testament Literature and Interpretation in Chicago The- 
ological Seminary. New York : The Macmillan Company. London : Mac- 
millan & Co., Ltd. 1901. Pages, xiii, 429. Price, $1.25. 
Proceeding on the assumption that the utterances of the first interpreters of 
Jesus, whose writings have been preserved in the New Testament, are vastly more 
important both as to the material they offer and the spirit in which they write than 
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those of any subsequent authors, Dr. Gilbert has set himself the task of ascertain- 
ing as accurately as possible ' ' how Jesus and his revelation appeared to these men 
of the first century." He does not wish to place their interpretation before the 
Gospel itself, or to intimate that Christ, his life, death, and resurrection, is not in- 
finitely more than any interpretation, even though it be apostolic and inspired ; 
but he desires to get solely at the /acts of the Christian scriptures, as distinguished 
from the peculiar points of view of the reporting authors. This task ' ' is obviously 
historical," says Dr. Gilbert, "for it is nothing else than the investigation of a 
number of ancient Greek writings. The sole aim of the student who undertakes 
this task — and therefore our sole aim — is to learn the moral and religious views 
which these ancient Greek writings contain. It is not to defend these views. It is 
not to show their harmony or lack of harmony with the revelation of Jesus, or with 
the teaching of the Church in subsequent ages. The solitary question with which 
we here approach these documents is the question of fact — What do they teach?" 

But, as we have intimated before, the emphasis is to be placed upon the facts 
taught, and not upon the point of view either of the original authors or of modern 
theology. " Our question is not," says the author, "What does John or Paul teach 
regarding God, or sin, or immortality, the Church, or the sacraments, or any other 
particular topic of religion or morals ? If we had access to the living writers, we 
might take our theological categories along and ask them to give us their thought 
on the various subjects ; but instead of the living writers we have some of their 
writings only, and we cannot assume that when they composed these they had in 
mind any of our mediaeval or modern 'skeletons' of theology. We cannot hope, 
then, to do justice to any one of these writings if we go to it with a set of specific 
questions, and search out the words in it which bear upon this or that topic. A 
procedure of that kind is not interpretation, but is rather a violent attempt to make 
the New Testament authors think and speak according to our notions of Christian 
truth. This method is not historical." 

The author has endeavored to accomplish his task in twenty brief chapters, 
nine of which are devoted to the teachings of Paul, five to the teachings of the 
minor writers, James, Peter, Jude, Hebrews, and the remaining chapters to the 
teachings of John and to the Apocalypse. The book, which is written from the 
purely orthodox point of view, has excellent indices. fi. 

Birth a New Chance. By Columbus Bradford. Chicago : A. C. McClurg & 
Co. 1901. Pages, 363. Price, $1.50. 

Some time ago the editor received from the author of this book the following 
letter : 

' ' I write to call your attention personally to a book of which I am the author 
— Birth a New Chance. I think possibly it may be of special interest to you, in- 
asmuch as it was first entitled Whence and Whither? and had to be changed be- 
cause of your own work bearing that title having got on the market ahead of mine. 



